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Committee on Safeguards Original: French

NOTIFICATION UNDER ARTICLE 12.1(A) OF THE AGREEMENT ON SAFEGUARDS ON
INITIATION OF AN INVESTIGATION AND THE REASONS FOR IT

MADAGASCAR

Husked rice, semi-milled or wholly milled rice, whether or not polished or glazed, and broken rice

The following communication, dated and received on 2 September 2026, is being circulated at the
request of the delegation of Madagascar.

Pursuant to Article 12.1(a) of the WTO Agreement on Safeguards, Madagascar hereby notifies the
Committee on Safeguards of the initiation of a safeguard investigation in respect of imports of
husked rice, semi-milled or wholly milled rice, whether or not polished or glazed, and broken rice.
1. Specify the date when the investigation was initiated

31 August 2026.

A notice concerning the initiation of the investigation was made available to the public on the website
of the National Authority for Trade Remedies (ANMCC) www.anmcc.org.”

2. Provide the precise description of the product involved

Husked rice, semi-milled or wholly milled rice, whether or not polished or glazed, and broken rice.
HS code(s): 1006.20, 1006.30, 1006.3010, 1006.3090, 1006.4000.

3. Provide the reasons for the initiation of investigation, for example:

(i) Was the investigation initiated pursuant to a petition from the domestic industry?

(ii) Evidence on the basis of which the investigation was initiated.

(iii) Evidence, if any, of critical circumstances where delay would cause damage which it
would be difficult to repair.

The information available at the time of initiation indicates, prima facie, a recent, sudden, and
substantial increase in imports of the product concerned. Imports increased from 262,002 tonnes
in 2024 to 800,812 tonnes in 2025, representing an increase of 205.7% in one year. Expressed as
a proportion of domestic industry production, imports increased from approximately 17% to
nearly 50% over the same period.

This increase coincided with a deterioration in several economic indicators for the domestic industry.
Between 2023 and 2025, production and sales declined by 25.6% and 25.4%, respectively, while

* A copy of the notice of initiation has also been submitted electronically and is available to government
representatives. To consult this document, please contact Ms Richards (anne.richards@wto.org) of the Rules
Division.
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the domestic industry's market share fell from 84% to 67% and its production capacity utilization
rate declined from 35% to 24%.

In 2025, the sharp increase in imports and their market share thus coincided with the continued
deterioration in several indicators of the domestic industry. At the stage of initiation, these elements
provide sufficient grounds for initiating an investigation to determine whether there has been an
increase in imports, serious injury or a threat of serious injury, and a causal link, while examining
other factors that may have contributed to the injury.

4. Provide a point of contact for the investigation and identify the preferred means for
corresponding.

The point of contact would be available to respond to enquiries relating to the procedures
applicable to the investigation.

Monsieur Le Directeur Général de I'ANMCC (Director-General of the ANMCC)
Boulevard de Tokyo By-pass, Ankadievo Alasora - Antananarivo 103 - Madagascar
Email: dg.anmcc@gmail.com

Website: www.anmcc.org

5. Provide the deadlines and procedures for importers, exporters and other interested
parties to present evidence and their views, including

(i) deadlines and procedures for Members and exporters to identify themselves as
interested parties, if so required, to participate in the investigation, and

(ii) the date of an intended public hearing as provided for in Article 3.1. Note: At the time
of the initiation, if the authority has not decided whether or not to hold such a hearing,
or if the date of the hearing is undetermined, Members should indicate under this item
how such information would be publicized. Members are not obliged to submit
another notification simply due to the fact that the proposed date has subsequently
been changed.

Any interested person has thirty (30) days from the publication of the notice of initiation to make
themselves known to the ANMCC and submit comments. The completed questionnaires must be
returned within thirty (30) working days of receipt.

The ANMCC may hold public hearings at the request of interested parties or on its own initiative.
Any request for an extension must be duly justified and submitted before the expiry of the relevant
time limit. In the absence of a response, or in the event of incorrect or incomplete information,
determinations may be made on the basis of the best information available.
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