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- ¢ % A “Trade Facilitation and Economic Development: Measuring the Impact”, John S.
Wilson, Catherine L. Mann % Tsunehiro Otsuki, World Bank Policy Research Working Paper
2988, March 2003.

-t 4% A “Business Guide to the World Trading System”, International Trade Centre
UNCTAD/WTO, pp.209-311.
= ¢ R i 0 We further agree to: ... direct the Council for Trade in Goods to undertake

exploratory and analytical work, drawing on the work of other relevant international
organizations, on the simplification of trade procedures in order to assess the scope for WTO
rules in this area.
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* & < % :TRecognizing the case for further expediting the movement, release and clearance of

Py

goods, ... we agree that negotiations will take place after the Fifth Session of the Ministerial
Conference on the basis of a decision to be taken, by explicit consensus, at that session on
modalities of negotiations. In the period until the Fifth Session, the Council for Trade in
Goods shall review and as appropriate, clarify and improve relevant aspects of Articles V, VIII
and X of the GATT 1994 and identify the trade facilitation needs and priorities of members, in
particular developing and least-developed countries. We commit ourselves to ensuring
adequate technical assistance and support for capacity building in this area. | °
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On the Singapore issues, the Chair sensed emerging agreement among the WTO Members that

trade facilitation warrants multilateral negotiations under the DDA single undertaking. On the

other Singapore issues - transparency in government procurement, investment and competition

Py

P TI—
e

- the consensus seems to be moving towards maintaining them in the existing study groups.
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x4 - 1 48 WTO ~ i JOB(04)50, & ~ % : There is an increasingly widely held view that Trade
Facilitation should be negotiated within the single undertaking. Of course, formal
agreement to launch negotiations would depend on reaching consensus on modalities. |
hope that in the coming days, under DDG Mr. Yerxa's chairmanship, further technical work
will be pursued to see how any concerns that may still remain can be addressed. There
also seems to be an emerging sense that the other three Singapore Issues would not be
negotiated within the single undertaking nor in any other form during the Doha Round, but
that Members could nonetheless be willing to continue to work on them within the WTO.
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T+ = ¢ R % ! Negotiations shall aim, by clarifying and improving relevant aspects of GATT
Articles V, VIII and X of the GATT 1994, at the establishment of an agreement to further

expediting the movement, release and clearance of goods, including goods in transit.
xtw ¢ k< 5 : Negotiations shall aim to clarify and improve relevant aspects of Articles V, VIII

and X of the GATT 1994 with a view to further expediting the movement, release and

clearance of goods, including goods in transit.
T4 7 0 R % :Member shall discuss and address relevant costs related to any proposed measures
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L2 g2 i P Members ... shall also address the concerns of developing and least-developed
countries I related to cost implications of proposed measures.
L= 1 < 5 ¢ Support and assistance should also be provided to help developing and

least-developed countries implement the commitments resulting from the negotiations, in
accordance with their nature and scope. In this context, it is recognized that negotiations
could lead to certain commitments whose implementation would require support for
infrastructure development on the part of some Members. In these limited cases,
developed-country Members will make every effort to ensure support and assistance directly
related to the nature and scope of the commitments in order to allow implementation. It is
understood, however, that in cases where required support and assistance for such
infrastructure is not forthcoming, and where a developing or least-developed Member
continues to lack the necessary capacity, implementation will not be required. While every
effort will be made to ensure the necessary support and assistance, it is understood that the
commitments by developed countries to provide such support are not open-ended.
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